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Carters—Mrs. Rosalynn Smith Carter gradu-
ated from GSW in 1946, and President Jimmy 
Carter attended in 1942. Following his stay at GSW, 
President Carter attended the U.S. Naval Academy 
in Annapolis, Maryland. Both President and Mrs. 
Carter hold honorary doctorates from GSW.

In 1939, Sanford 
Hall was completed as a womenʼs 
dormitory at a cost of $65,000 with a Grant 
from the PWA. This building was named in honor of Grace 
McClathy Sanford who was the wife of Stedman Vincent 
Sanford, Chancellor of the University System of Georgia, 
1935-1945. A complete renovation of Sanford Hall was done 
in 1999 at a cost of $1 
million.

Morgan Hall was completed in 1936 as a menʼs dormi-
tory at a cost of $69,300, which was financed through 
a loan from the Public Works Administration.  It was 
named in honor of Regent S.H. Morgan who outlined 
the campus front drive, Morgan Hall being an integral 
part. It was renovated in 1995.
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Presidents—John M. 
Prance (right) served as 
president of this 
institution from 
1921-1934. During his 
tenure, the schoolʼs 
name changed twice: 
from The Third District 
Agricultural and 
Mechanical school to 
Americus Normal 
College in 1926 and 
to Georgia 
Southwestern 
College in 1932. Peyton Jacob 
took over as President of GSW in 1934, when    
          President Prance resigned, and he served as
                                president until 1948.

The current home 
of many intramural and campus 
recreation activities, Florrie Chappell 
Gymnasium/Auditorium, was also built in 1939 by the 
Board of Regents and PWA at a cost of $65,000. The 
main floor served as a combined auditorium (seated 
1,000) and basketball court with a swimming pool facil-
ity in the basement. It was named in honor of Florrie 
Allen Chappell, mother of Allen Chappell, former Georgia 
senator and member of the Georgia Public Service 
Commission during Peyton Jacobʼs administration.




