



FALL  2006
ENGLISH 1102

COMPOSITION II

DEPARTMENTAL SYLLABUS

IMPORTANT NOTE TO ENGLISH 1102 STUDENTS:

As published in the Georgia Southwestern Bulletin, English 1101 is a prerequisite for English 1102. You MUST have passed English 1101 with a grade of C or above in order to be enrolled in this course.  If you are enrolled incorrectly in English 1102, please contact your advisor immediately to assist you in a course change.  A student who has not fulfilled the composition requirements cannot receive credit for this course.
DESCRIPTION and PURPOSE
English 1102 is a composition course that builds on work done in English 1101.  The weekly writing assignments are therefore at a more advanced level and include essays on literary subjects.  A student furthermore writes one or more research papers to gain practice in gathering information at the library and in providing proper documentation for these outside sources.

While the major emphasis is on writing, a student also reads literary selections from the text as well as a novel and a play.  Aside from continuing to strengthen critical thinking skills and the ability to read with understanding, these readings provide material to write about.

GOALS and OBJECTIVES

The general aims of the course are to teach the student to write critically and effectively, and to read with understanding.  The major emphasis of the course, which builds on work done in Composition I, is on the improvement of writing, and the guiding philosophy is the belief that only through writing, revising, and rewriting is improvement achieved. More specifically, Composition II has the following goals: 

(1) the student will write longer and more sophisticated essays than in Composition I with the continued emphasis on writing and reading;

(2) the student will discuss literary works and analyze in-depth and will read to develop critical and analytical thinking and writing skills;

(3) the student will use literary works of various genres to promote ideas for writing;

(4) the student will have the opportunity to master the techniques of researching, reporting, and documenting a thesis.

TEXTS    Roberts, Literature: An Introduction to Reading and Writing  3rd edition (Used by 

Instructor(s):  Allen)


     Writing in the Disciplines  (Used by instructors:  Davis, Ellington, Wurz)

Hacker, A Writer’s Reference (Used by ALL instructors)

A reliable dictionary.

 NOVEL and/or PLAY: 

Novel:  The Kite Runner

 Play:  
to be selected by instructor from text 

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Reading

The student is required to read one novel and a play and to take a test on each.  In addition there will be literary reading assignments from the text.

2. Writing

The course requires a minimum of 6 writing assignments primarily on literary subjects from the text, novel(s), and play.

In addition, the student writes one longer research paper, of at least 1500 words, 

 representing one-fourth of the course grade.

3. Oral Communication

Part of the student’s grade will be based on verbal communication skills.  The percentage of the course grade based upon oral communications skills will be left to the instructor’s discretion.  The oral communication grade may be figured into each student’s participation grade or a separate oral presentation may be required of each student.  

4. Final and Midterm Examinations

Both a midterm and final examination will be given in Composition II.  The midterm may be a mock or practice Regents essay or another in-class writing assignment. Both the midterm and final examinations will assess the student’s ability to choose a controlling idea, to develop a plan of organization, and to present an effective expository theme.  

A blue book may be required for either or both exams.
The final exam time and date will follow the printed schedule.

GRADES

To pass English 1102, a student must have a course grade of C or above.  In order to receive a course grade of C or above, a student must have an average grade of 70 or above on writing assignments, exclusive of the research writing.  

Part of the course grade will be based on verbal communication skills.  Clarity of expression, projection of voice to suit the audience, unity of thought (coherence), and level of syntax are some of the criteria that may be used in evaluation.  The percentage of the course grade based upon oral communication skills will be left to the instructor’s discretion.

The following is a guideline for determining grades:

1. (60%) consists of the writing assignments, essays, and midterm and final examinations.

2. (25%) consists of the research writing. This percentage will be the same for all Composition II classes.

3. (15%) consists of the tests on the novel(s) and play, plus other examinations, quizzes, oral communication skills, and daily work that may be assigned.

REMINDER: To pass English 1102 a student must have a course grade of C or above, and 

 that course grade is dependent on a writing average of 70 or above.


GRADING SCALE
A+ = 98
B+ = 88
C+ = 78
D+ = 68
F+ = 55

A  = 95
B  = 85

C  = 75

D  = 65
F  = 50

A- = 92
B- = 82
C- = 72
D- = 62
F- = 40
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