FALL   2006

ENGLISH 1101

COMPOSITION I

DEPARTMENTAL SYLLABUS

PURPOSE and DESCRIPTION  
English 1101 is a composition course focusing on skills required for effective writing in a variety of contexts, with an emphasis on writing improvement.  However, the course also seeks to strengthen critical thinking skills and the ability to read with understanding.  A grade of C is required for advancement to ENGL 1102.

Prerequisite:  The student must meet regular entrance requirements of the college or have completed the Learning Support English requirement.  

GOALS and OBJECTIVES  

The purpose of Composition I is to help students improve their ability to write clearly and to read with understanding.  The student will be able to:

(1) effectively communicate ideas related to assigned material in both a written and oral form;

(2) write well-defined and adequately developed expository essays;

(3) demonstrate a comprehension of assigned readings;

(4) demonstrate the  use of proper grammar, diction, and mechanics.

TEXTS : 

Great Writing, McGraw Hill  (used by instructors: Allen, Stauf, Waldrop, Wurz)

     The Composition of Everyday Life, Thompson Wadsworth (used by instructors: Cofer, Davis, Thomas, Kuipers)       
      A Writer’s Reference, Bedford-St. Martin’s  (used by ALL instructors)
BOOK/NOVEL:      The Kite Runner, Riverhead Trade (used by ALL instructors)

REQUIREMENTS:

 (1) Reading:
In addition to selections from the textbook and other reading material that may be assigned by the instructor, the student will be tested on required reading material.  The student may be required to use the computer lab to develop reading skills.  

(2) Writing:

The student will be required to write at least 5000 words (approximately 20 pages) of finished prose in ENGL 1101.  The actual division into specific assignments will be up to the individual instructor. The mid-term exam as well as the final exam will be in-class essays and, since they cannot therefore be considered finished prose, these exams will not be considered part of the 5000 word total. 

The emphasis in English 1101 is on composition -- that is, effective and appropriate written communication.  The instructor will discuss grammar in the context of student writing; however, the student may also be tested on grammar skills. The student may be required to use the computer lab to develop writing skills.

(3) Tests and Quizzes:

The student may be tested on the class book selection as well as on the other reading assignments.  Occasional quizzes may be given.  The student will also take grammar quizzes and tests; some of these tests and exercises may be in the computer lab.  

(4) Computer Lab:

Students may be required to use the computer lab to develop reading skills as well as to hone writing skills.  Students will use the lab for exercises and tests in grammar and mechanics.  Some of these lab exercises may be done in class when the lab is available; however, EACH STUDENT MAY BE REQUIRED TO DO LAB WORK OUTSIDE OF CLASS.

(5) Oral Communication:

Part of the student’s course grade will be based on verbal communication skills. The percentage of the course grade based upon oral communication skills will be left to the instructor’s discretion.  The oral communication grade may be figured into each student’s participation grade or a separate oral presentation may be required of each student.  

(6) Mid-term Examination:
A mid-term will be given in Composition I.   The mid-term, an in-class essay, will assess the student’s ability to choose a controlling idea, to develop a plan of organization, and to present an effective expository theme.  The mid-term will also assess the student’s ability to use correct grammar and mechanics.  The midterm will be composed by the faculty teaching ENGL 1101 and will be blind-scored by at least two Department English faculty members.

 (7) Final Examination:

A final will be given in Composition I.  The final, an in-class essay, will assess the student’s ability to choose a controlling idea, to develop a plan of organization, and to present an effective expository theme.  The final will also assess the student’s ability to use correct grammar and mechanics.  The final exam will be composed and scored by the individual faculty member teaching the course.
GRADES

To pass English 1101, each student must have an average grade of 70 or above on writing assignments during the semester. Once this necessary average has been established, it will be discarded and not used in computing the course grade.

Part of the course grade will be based on verbal communication skills.  Clarity of expression, projection of voice to suit the audience, unity of thought (coherence), and level of syntax are some of the criteria that may be used in evaluation.  The percentage of the course grade based upon oral communication skills will be left to the instructor’s discretion.

The following is a guideline for determining grades:

1. (60%) consists of the writing assignments (excludes the mid-term and final examination).

2. (20%) consists of the tests on the novels, plus other examinations, quizzes, oral communication skills, and daily work that may be assigned.

3.  (20%) consists of the mid-term and final exams.

REMINDER: To pass English 1101 a student must have a course grade of C or above, and that course grade is dependent on a writing average of 70 or above. 
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