UNIV 1000 – The GSW Experience

11:00-11:50am, Monday and Wednesdays, Fall 2007

Course Syllabus

Instructor:








Office Hours:

Office Location:







Office Phone:

e-mail:

Course Description:

UNIV 1000, also known as “The GSW Experience” is designed to help you learn skills that will make you a better college student – not only academically but also socially.  Some of these skills include discovering what’s at GSW – buildings, services available, and other resources.  Other aspects of the class will focus on helping you identify your strengths as a student and find the right opportunities to build upon those strengths. 

Required Materials: 

GSW Experience Portfolio (on WebCT).

Supplemental Materials: 

The Naked Roommate: And 107 Other Issues You Might Run Into in College by Harlan Cohen

When the Finch Rises, by Jack Riggs
Course Objectives:

· Students will gain an understanding of what to expect from their first college classes and realize the value of higher education.

· Students will become acquainted with each other and realize the importance of making connections with their peers, upper classmen, faculty, and staff.

· Students will engage in activities to build success in their academic careers and discover strategies that enhance their personal development.

Course Content:

During this course, you will participate in a wide variety of educational activities designed to enhance your academic skills and make connections with other students.  Some of these activities will occur in the classroom and will include exercises related to time management, critical thinking, note taking, test taking, communicating, and use of resources.  Many of these activities will be specifically about GSW academic policies and procedures. The GSW Experience Portfolio material on WebCT has been designed to provide you with reference material that will be valuable to you while you are a GSW student. Other activities will occur outside the classroom environment, such as an orientation to the library, an introduction to career counseling services, and the Challenge Course, or “ropes” course, which provides team-building and problem solving activities.

This class will also provide you with the opportunity to learn more about yourself through Career Counseling and the Student Readiness Inventory.  The reports you will receive from these assessments are designed to help you identify your strengths as a student and find careers that match your interests and values.  Based upon the results from the Student Readiness Inventory report, you will develop an Academic Achievement Plan.  This plan will help you identify activities and resources that will help you become a successful college student.

Attendance and Class Participation:

This class requires you to be alert and engaged in all of the class activities. Sleeping in class and text-messaging others during class-time is not acceptable classroom behavior and will affect your participation grade.  You also need to be in class on time – by being tardy, you not only disrupt the class, but you will miss hearing important information, such as homework assignments and announcements about course activities and scheduled class meetings.  

Although this class is scheduled to meet Mondays and Wednesdays from 11:00-11:50, you will be given class-time off throughout the term so that you may participate in activities related to your Academic Achievement Plan.  You also need to be aware that the attendance schedule for your UNIV 1000 class will differ somewhat from other sections of UNIV 1000.  As a result, you may not be attending class or required out-of-class events on the same days as your friends who are enrolled in other sections of UNIV 1000.  It is therefore your responsibility to know when you are expected to be in class and when you are scheduled to attend an out-of-class activity according to the schedule established by YOUR INSTRUCTOR.

Attendance will be checked at all in-class and required out-of-class meetings, including the Challenge Course, the Library Orientation class, and Career Counseling Orientation.  Your participation in activities related to your Academic Achievement Plan will be monitored through documentation you complete each week during your in-class meetings.

Note:  If you are absent from a class, it is your responsibility to meet with your instructor to find out what you missed and if/how you might make up any assignments. 

Grading Policy:

Your final grade in the class is dependent upon your class participation/attendance, completion of your Academic Achievement Plan, and other assignments as described below.  

60% of your Final Grade in the class will be based upon all activities related to your Academic Achievement Plan.  These activities will include, but may not be limited to:

· Completion of the Student Readiness Inventory

· Development of an Academic Achievement Plan based upon your SRI results

· Weekly participation in activities related to your Academic Achievement Plan

· An end of term evaluative paper about your experiences related to your Academic Achievement Plan

40% of your Final Grade in the class will be based upon your in-class participation and completion of other assignments, which will include, but may not be limited to: the Library Assignment, the Career Assessment Assignment, and the GSW Portfolio Quiz.

Your final grade in the class will be lowered one letter grade for every two absences.  Any missed, excused or unexcused, in-class meeting or required out-of-class meeting will be considered an absence.  Missing 5 or more in-class or required out-of-class meetings will result in your earning a final grade of ‘F.’ Absences for officially sanctioned university events will not count against your final grade in the class.

